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Supplementary Homicide Reports
The 1960s marked the beginning of collecting details associated with crime with the 

initiation of the Supplementary Homicide Reports (SHR). Data from this program have been 
archived since 1976. Using the SHR forms (Form 2.2), the FBI began gathering detailed infor-
mation on homicides, including the victim’s age, sex, and race; the offender’s age, sex, and 
race; weapon type (if any); victim-offender relationship; and the circumstances that led to the 
homicide.9 The patterns uncovered by this information have been used in the development 
of policy recommendations focused on homicide.

National Incident-Based Reporting System
The important information gained by gathering details of homicide made clear the 

benefits of doing the same for nonfatal crimes. Following expert evaluations and rec-
ommendations made in the late 1970s and early 1980s, the Blueprint for the Future of the 
Uniform Crime Reporting Program (1985)10 outlined a set of new procedures that formed the 
basis for the National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS). In addition, the increased 
availability of technology and computing power made NIBRS feasible. Introduced in the 
mid-1980s, NIBRS augments the SRS by gathering detailed incident information about 
crimes, including the nature and types of crimes committed during each incident, vic-
tim(s) and offender(s) characteristics, type and value of stolen and recovered property, and 
characteristics of arrested individuals. Further, NIBRS included new crimes and adopted 
some definitions that were not used by the SRS. Some crime definitions used by the SRS 
were outdated and other crime data were not included. For example, in the traditional SRS 
(at least until 2012), by definition forcible rape was a crime experienced only by a female. 
NIBRS redefined forcible rape as “the carnal knowledge of a person,”11 counting males 
as victims of these offenses when appropriate. With the implementation of NIBRS, data 
on a new offense category of crime is included: “crimes against society.” Crimes against 
society consist of drug/narcotic offenses, pornography/obscene material, prostitution, and  
gambling offenses. The modernization, enhancements, and improvements reflected  
in NIBRS over the SRS have resulted in data that better serve the needs of its primary  
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COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS

Burglary Versus Robbery
Burglary refers to a property crime in which some-

one enters a dwelling without permission. Homes, trail-
ers, sheds, apartments, hotel rooms, and offices are 
examples of dwellings that can be burglarized. Robbery 
refers to a personal violent crime. Robbery involves an 

incident in which someone takes or attempts to take 
something of value directly from another person. 

Remember, a house is burglarized while a person 
is robbed.




